Besides the zoologists and mycologists, Cornell University also trained the first plant geneticists of China, including Zonghan Shen (沈宗瀚), Shanbao Jin (金善宝), Hsien-Wen Li (李先闻), C. H. Li (李竞雄) and Che-Fang Feng (冯泽芳). They were all plant geneticists toward agricultural application of food and industrial plants. For example, Zonghan Shen and Shanbao Jin were specialized in wheat breading, and Che-Fang Feng was an expert in cotton breeding. In the 1930s and 1940s, even more students were sent to Cornell to study agricultural science, most of whom were from the Nanking University (Fig. 2) .
Nanking University, founded in 1910, was an American missionary school that developed a close bond with Cornell University through a program called 'Plant Improvement and Genetics ' Program during 1925 ' Program during -1930 . According to the program, senior Cornell faculty from the Plant Breeding Department came to China working as teachers, organizers, advisors and researchers at the Nanking University. Mean- while, Chinese students were also sent to Cornell. By 1946, over 60 students were sent to study at the Plant Breeding Department of Cornell University. Among the Cornell faculty was Prof. Harry H. Love (Fig. 3) , who not only worked at Nanking University, but served as an advisor on agriculture and crop improvement for the Ministry of Industry of the Nationalist government. Prof. Love was also the first chief technician of the Central Laboratory of Agriculture in China, a government sponsored research institute. Later on, he published a book based on his experience in China: The Cornell-Nanking Story; The First International Technical Cooperation Program in Agriculture by Cornell University.
It is unarguable to say that the contribution to modern biology in China from Cornell University was substantial. It not only trained the core group of scientists and educators, but also positively affected the general agricultural application in China, despite the turbulent times of war.
